What is a qualitative research paper?

A qualitative research paper is a document that presents information that goes beyond the basic understanding of a topic. To create this type of document, a person will be required to use many of the same skills as she would when composing any type of research paper. There will, however, typically be additional demands, including critical thinking skills and additional time. Successful completion of a qualitative document usually also requires employing a variety of research and investigative methods.

The assigning of research papers can be done with many goals. Perhaps the aim is to educate the writer on a topic, to strengthen her writing skills, or to evaluate her research skills. A qualitative research* paper is generally assigned with the aim of requiring broader, more in-depth thought. A successful paper of this type typically cannot stop or be limited to the same approach as other documents on the same topic. The writer is generally required to ask new questions, arrive at a common conclusion using unique methods, or to develop new theories.

Qualitative research papers generally have demands that may not be necessary for another type of research paper. One of them is critical thinking. Much of the information that circulates in society is regurgitated. People often focus more on the source, popularity, and sensationalism of information than they do on the facts on which that information is based. A qualitative research paper prevents this from happening because the writer is generally required to display that she composed the paper from an angle with a degree of skepticism or extraordinary inquisitiveness.
To complete such an assignment, a person is required to dig deeper and generally she must employ several research and investigative tactics for a single assignment. When a person writes a qualitative research paper, she generally needs to investigate information already considered factual. Even if that information can be confirmed, she may have the responsibility of determining why those circumstances exist and which factors can influence them. She may also have to investigate the effects of those circumstances.
A person who has to write this type of research paper should expect to spend more time composing it than she would composing other types of research papers of the same length. A qualitative research paper, when properly composed, can accomplish several things. To begin with, it can provide new insight on a topic that is viewed as thoroughly covered. It can expose errors and provide truths to common misconceptions. Furthermore, such a document can reveal the lack of evidence underlying claims from what appeared to be reputable sources.

What distinguishes qualitative research from other methods?

*Qualitative research utilizes methods that seek to discern the quality — as opposed to the quantity — of its subject. It is, therefore, more often concerned with explaining the why and how of a phenomenon rather than the what, when and where.
Qualitative research methods are most often utilized in fields such as anthropology, the humanities and sociology, although each of these fields can be studied through quantitative methods as well. Since this type of research is exploratory and focuses on discerning the why of things, such as human behavior, rather than the what of the natural world, it is often criticized for being too subjective. Many make the counter-argument, however, that since qualitative methods are hypothesis generating, they are not only just as valuable as quantitative methods but necessary for the production of theoretical models which come to inform the direction of quantitative research methods.

