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Pre-write: 

Orwell wrote 1984 as a cautionary tale to warn future generations of the dangers that could be lurking in modern society. While 1984 is a criticism of totalitarianism including Nazi Germany and Stalinist Russia, and Orwell’s nightmarish vision of the future may not have come true in the year 1984, many still view the novel as vitally important to understanding the ways human beings can be manipulated and brought under power by others. Based on our discussions in class and your own research, how valid are Orwell’s warnings today? Write a one page response to this question using the list provided and your own observations. 
Expectations for Discussion: 

· Participate but don’t dominate and try not to just repeat ideas

· Use evidence and specific examples from the text. 

· Always have your book out during a Socratic Seminar. 

· Draw others into the conversation with pointed questions.

· Ask Questions! After all that is why we call it a “Socratic” Seminar. Questions often lead us to new and interesting places.
· Address each other, not the teacher.

Grading:

The following are look-fors when participating in the seminar:

Participant offers enough solid analysis, without prompting, to move the conversation forward. Through comments, demonstrates a deep knowledge of the text and question. Participant, through comments, shows active listening to other participant. Participant offers clarification and/or follow-up that extends the conversation. Participant’s remarks often refer back to specific parts of the text.

The research you do for this report should be grounded in the following questions. Consider both the text and the topics on the next page for your research.
1. Language: Orwell uses language as a weapon in 1984. What is the status of language today? How do we use it for manipulative purposes? Some would argue that language and our ability to communicate (despite our access) has been weakened. Do you agree? Give evidence. What are the implications of the trends we see in communications today? Was Orwell on to something?
2. Relationships & Sexuality: These two concepts are both perverted in 1984 to the point that the characters hardly know what a functioning relationship looks like. Considering the copious presence of pornography on the internet and the increase in both divorce and uncommitted relationships, how does our own world compare? Are we living the same situation? What makes our circumstances different? What might be our take-away given what Orwell presents?
3. Media: Media is used as a propaganda/manipulative tools in 1984. Today we have seen a new trend of “fake news” and politically polarizing news hardly based on fact. John Oliver blames our own lack of interest in learning on the rise of such trends, but who is to blame? How could we fight this trend? What makes the difference in our world? Does that difference matter?
4. Technology: Technology has also become increasingly manipulative, even to the point of addiction. Do we still have control, or is technology ultimately stripping us of our ability to think? Does our technology ultimately cripple us? (How) is our behavior affected by technology? 
5. Government: In 1984, government is clearly defined, yet almost too big to see. Big Brother may or may not even be real, just as much as Goldstein may or may not be real. While we can be sure that our government is real, is there reason to believe it’s beyond our understanding or control? Have we allowed our government to get complex and complicated to the point of relinquishing control? How have recent events seemed to have changed this conversation? What’s actually going on?
6. Human Nature: Orwell paints a bleak view of human nature in 1984. He appears to view humanity as easily subjugated and manipulate if just given the right conditions. Is this view reflected in today’s world? Do we all have control of our own lives, or are we slaves to cultural ideologies, trends, and consumerism? Are our perceptions warped regarding success and use of time? Does it even matter?
7. Fear: Fear is a primary device of the Party to maintain control. How do we see fear used today to control behavior? Is it effective? What defenses do we have against such a weapon?
1984
Socratic Seminar Topics
· The creation of the Department of Homeland Security/TSA
· The “War on Terror”

· Iraq and Weapons of Mass destruction (faulty intel?)

· Drones, Cell phones, the Internet

· NSA/Snowden/Wikileaks
· “Corporations are people, my friend.”

· Super PACs/Special Interest groups
· The immigration/refugee “crisis”

· The 1%

· Unions

· Climate Change
· Monsanto/GMOs

· The Second Amendment

· The First Amendment

· The Alt-Right/Nationalism/Racial Elitism
· The “War on Education”

· “Alternative Facts” & relativism

· Tea Party Movement/Political Extremism

· BLM Movement/Police Brutality
· Fake News

· Data Mining

· Banks “too big to fail”

· 9/11

· Relations with Russia

· The Bush/Gore Election (hanging chads, anyone?)

· The Clinton/Trump Election (hackings, media, e-mails, electoral college, etc.)

· Echo Chambers/Confirmation bias/Social Media

· Ad Revenue

· Cyber Warfare
Post Reading
Finally, when our discussion is over, please write a one page reflection of our discussion and what insights you discovered. 

